Guethay, May 24. 1692. 


D es let me know what Sed of Religion 

you are of, fince by your anjwers to \eve- 

ral Quejtions in your Mercuries you [bow 

your felves Enemies to the truly found, Orthodox and holy 
Church eftablitht ? 

Anlw. We'll endeavour to fhow our felves true Church 

of England-men, by proteffing we heartily forgive fo un- 
juft and uncharitable a Cenfure, and by our as boldly 
owning our tendernefs towards all good men, thé in 
fome things of different Opinions. And we are ture 
chat Charity and Moderation are two main characterifticks 
of that Church. But if this be not enough, nor all we 
have formerly written, we'll now once for all fatishe 
this Gent. and the ret ot the World in this matter, 
The Doétrine of the Church of England we entirely 
embrace, otherwife we cou'd not be Chriftians, and ei- 
ther already have, or are ready to fubicribe to her 4r- 
ticles, taking all of ‘em, as we are verily perfwaded, 
in the fame Sence which the Compilers intended. For 
her Di(cipline, we believe the Effentials of it, Liturgy and 
Epifcopacy, are agreeable to the Primitive Pattern, and 
the Word of God, and hope we're able to prove both. 
For her Rituals, Devotions, 8c. we are {ure they are the 
mott perfect and pure that any Church in the World now 
enjoys, and dare almoft add, or ever did: and there 
are not two faffizes in them which we wou'd defire to 
have chang’d as to our own private Fudgments, t'd 
fhou’d the Authority and Wifdom of Church and State 
think fit to m2ke any more alterations as to words, 
and {maller Circumftances, for the fake of Peace and 
Union, we fhou’d think it our Duties modeftly and glad- 
ly to fubmit to and embrace em: There’s our Confeffion, 
and let the Bygors make the moft on’t they can. 


Queft. I. 


Queft. 2. Whether a late Poet, who calls his Poem The 
Double Defcent, ought to be believed above other Poets and 
Painters ? 

Anj.U cannot be concluded the French will make a Def- 
cent to make this Poets words good, or to convince us the 
Poem is excellent, and worth reading ; yet if we call to 
mind a * Panegyrick that the Archbifhop of Paris made to 
that King, “Wherein he applauds his break- 
“ing his Oaths to propagate the Catholick 
“ Religion, by compelling men to come in, 
“(Luke 14.23.) to the heavenly Banquet, 
“the Sacrament, with Fire and Sword, and by Dra- 
“sooning to help God Almighty to a Croud of New 
“Converts, that Heaven might ring of this immortal 
“ man Lewis le Grand. If we coafider this, and that famed 
paffage in the Speech which he repeats feveral times to 
this purpofe, wz. “The Arms of this King that have 
“aMifted Ged and the Catholick Church fo far when 
“they ftood in need of it, may we hope one day be 
“imployed tor the King of England, who wants thefe 
“ Dragoons to reduce his Subjeéts to the Catholick Re- 
*‘ligiou. ‘This Speech difcovered a private League be- 
tween the two Kings, and was therefore prohibieed be- 
ing printed in England, but notwithftanding the pro- 
hibition ‘twas privately handed about. Now if we 
confider all this, and that he has the Irifh to {pare,and one 
tofend over with them, to fee this put in Execution, 
with the lame affiftance of the Facobites: We might be- 
lieve this the timeto put the Archbifhops Prophecy 
( for fo it is called by the Catholicks) in execution by a 
Deicent now or never, had not the Defeat of the French 
Fleet deprived "em of all hopes of ever invading us: 
But adds this Poet, 
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Suppofe they fhoudthro’ Clouds of Fire and Smoak 
Sent from our Flees — thofe thundring Sons of Oak, 


Rufh thré, and make a bold attempt to Land 

Not only Horfe and Foot a numerous band, 
Their proud ufurping Force woud quel! ; 
But Women ignorant in Arms, . 
Dreadleis of dangers and of harms, 
With Kitchen-Weapons Spit and Fork, 

Wou'd do a deal of murth'ring work, 

If thefe the Enemy repell, 

"Tis fit they fhou’d the Glory fhare, 
And each as badge of Honour wear, 

Clofe by her fide a Frenchmans Nofe or Ear. 


Queft. 3. Mans Body in 7 years time being no more apatt 
of the then moving MafS, but what was fo being [catter'd a- 
broad, and moving in different Spheres: The Queftion is, If 
at Death the lat Body which the Soul is then poffr{s'd of, 
be not re{ponfible for all the Sins committed by the difperfed 
mould before the laft Body bad a Being ? 

An{w. That Mantalks not much like a Philofopher wlio 
fuppofes the fame Man at different Ages to have different 
Bodies .— Mugis and minus its hoped make no effential 
difference, Man being as much the fame, tho’ his Bo- 
dy fuffers never fo many alterations, while the Sou!’s 
united to ic; nay, his Bedy,the fame Body, tho it fuffer 
augmentation or Diminution, (which indeed imp!y the 
fame Subjeét) asa River isthe fame, tho’ you can show 
no One place where the fame water continues fo much as 
one moment. Itsthen the Union of the Soul with any 
part or portion of matter which makesthe man be that 
matter lefs or more to which ‘tis united; therefore jt 
can never be properly faid while he’s alive, that his Bo- 
dy is {catter’d, and moves in different places, becaufe he 
carries his Body about with him, and it can be but in 
one place at one time. As to the Queftion, Whethcx 
the /aft Body is not accountable for the Sins of the dif- 
perfed mould before it had a Being? It rensupon two 
moft ridiculous fuppofitions, one that the fame Man 
hastwo Bodies, nay a hundred at this rate, if there’s a- 
nother Body every 7 years, many millions of men ha- 
ving liv’d more than 700 years a-piecé, one Body at 
home, and all the reft floating about in the Air, or 
no body knows where. The2d. Abfurdity is, that hé 
fuppofes matter per fe, accountable, or a Subjecf capable 
Of Rewards and Punifhmerts. There were no Sins at 
all committed by fie Mould, taken alone, any more 
than by the Afutton, Beef, or Turneps which compofed 
it: —— But bythe Man there weme,the Soul and Body 
together, and he muft anfwer for ‘em at whatever time 
he commited ‘em. He adds, If the whole Mafs were” in 
one Body that belong’d to an old Liver, wou'd it not male 
a moft Gyzantick heap of Flefh and Blood? We anfwei, 
Undoubtedly ic woud, much bigger than any of the 
Gyants before the Flood, nay perhaps as large as the 
Rabbi's fancy Og King of Bafban, whom they make at 
leaft as tall as the Monument: but thé we ka@w not the 
precife Stature or Standard, according to which weffhall 
appear in a better World, yet there’s no need of fucha 
monftrous bignefs, fince much lefs will fuffice to com- 
pofethe Body of a Man, and of the fame Man, which 
may be done out of fome part of his former matter, or 
perhaps any other. 

Queit. 4. Whether enclofing 4 Commom Field, and con- 
verting of it from Arable to Pafture,be for the publick Advane 
tage, or otherwife ; and whether ( competent provifion be- 
ing made for the poor Cottyers) it be any ways againjt 
the Laws of God, fome having {crupled it as fuch ? 

Anfw. The Queftion of Enclofures we find very 
much agitated by all thofe who have writ @oncerning 
the Improvement of Land. The large{t Enclofure we ever 
heard or read any where mention’, is that propofed 
by Sir William P—— in his Political se To 

have 


, “Was DT Wall carried vound London, inclidiag Blackwall, 
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cc. and many thoufand Acres of Land which he thinks 
wou'd be vaft profit ro the Wndertakers, and fo we may 
believe when ‘tis aceomplifh’d. However, in general, 
thé nothing can be clearer than that“Enclofures are of 
vaft advantage to the owners, a piece of ground let- 
ting for twice, 5 times, ro times the rate when en- 
clofed that it does while ’tis open, yet it feems not at firft 

lance {o eafie to find the reaion of fo vaft a difference ; for 
ee comes a little Hedge between to make one fide ot a 
Field worth ten times more than the other? tho’ un- 
doubtedly this proceeds partly from the greater warmti, 
partly from the manure of thole Beats, their Fodder, 
&c. which are kept in fo narrow 4 room. But tho 
this be of fenfible and undoubted advantage to privace 
owners, its much queftion’d whether it be fo to the 
Commonwealth in general, andwmoft are of acon‘ary 
Opinion, to which we alfoeneline. The reaion back’d 
Meth’ experience, is, That Enclofures certainly depopula:e, 
‘there being In‘tances to be given where an open Field 
shaving bin enclos’d by the Lords, the Town upon tt has 
decreas'd almoft half in halfa hundred years, both as 
to Hoiles and | Sri!l the Queftion is, how 
this comes to pals ; for what Influence one 
think fhou’d four or five long Hedges have upon Chrijt- 
nines and Burials: but befides that, there’s no reaton 
valid againft indubicable mattér of Fadf, we may make 
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afhft here to Ff a reafon for this decreate or Li ’i- 
tants oO Enclosures. There's no En ema nl n 
} . 2 £ ° 4 
to ma! whe no work for 
bee men employ d.chan . eisa 
} e fo a ging at seme ; fl Ce, as my hs ? »{CCi? OD- 
lerves, one Shepherd and nis Dog cage ma a thou- 
fand times as many Acres of Paiture, as 0: e man can 
of Arable. With a little €ore a Countrey-man may 
maintain his Family, may keep Poulsrey, Swine, &c. 
which he can’ do where there’s none, ‘seretore muft 
, 
continue unmarry’'d. be a Servant there. or remove to 
" se tT» = a | m } , ] ney 
another pia Befides, the mores the pity, the Corty- 
) ‘tre - + > "YY 7 ha “a }, | Ae l a 
f al yrcentimes well p! Vi l pefore tnele 2ncle 
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fuwes are made, but for the moft pare very poorly af- 
terwards. On the whole, till we fee other reafons 
brought to the contrary, and this reafon and Fad an- 
fwerd, we mult ftill chick “»clofures no advantage to 
the Community, tho’ they undoubtedly are very much fo 
to private perfors: For if :-e ftrength of a Narion 
confifts in the multitude of pop’e, that muft extreamly 
weaken it which fo vifibly depopulares and leffens their 
number. 

QOnelt. 5. Whether the happy News of our Victory over the 
French Fleet, won't be the greate{t means for fettling the 
minds of {uch Perfons as think the King’s Taxes a little too 
hard upon "em, 

Anim. That there have been fome fuch Perfons, we 
are too well affir’d ; but what Reafons they had for 
cheir Difcontents, themfelves nor~eny body elfe never 
yet knew, that was acquainted with this Maxim, of two 
evils choe{2 the lesjt. To pay fome Moneys towards the 
carying om the War againft the Enemies of our Reli- 
zion and Liberties, is a litele uneafie if compar’d with 
payine none; but to pay fome Moneys is a very eafie 
ask; if compar’d to the lofs of all chats dear to us. 
Affairs were brought to this head, that either we muft 
disburife or be ruin’d ; now for a Man to ftand arguing 
the Point, like a Child that can’t tell whether to choole 
a Rattle or a Diamond-Stone, is certainly a fign of great 
weaknefs. His Majefty had the fame Defign the laft 
Summer, and ’twas not his Faule that it was not effect- 
ed ; and cou’d the French have declin'd fighting this 
Summer, you may be affur’d we fhou'd have had the 
fame Wild-Goofe-Chafe after them again, but they 
knew if they fought us not, we fhou’d make other ute 
of our Fleet, which wou'd be as much to their difad- 
vantage. What effect this muft have upon the Peace 
betwixt the Turk and Emperour, is eafie to deter- 
mine ; as alfo that the Ruine of Lewis, and the filence 
of the Facobites, is not very far off, nor hard to be ef- 
fected, and by confequence that there maft be a greater 
Pro{peétvof England’s Happinels, both as to Religion, 
Laws, Merchandife and Common Trading, than ever 
yet has been ; and if fo, our Murmurers mutt be afham’d 
that they are made happy againft their Wills. 
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Queft. ¢. What means Perfus 
fes of hes 1a Satyr ? 
depunge ubi Siftam ; 
Inventus Chryfippe ! tui finitor acerve. 

_ Anjw. We muft contefs we are almoft of the Fath, 
mind, who when he cou’d not anderftand that old Crabby 
Fellow, fella ftamping upon him. But becautle the Que 
rift will fcarce be contented with fuch an Aniwer, ys 
rauft guefs at his meaning, as others have done before y | 
We fee no reafon then why that Interpretation fhou'g! 
not be true — that the Poet here alludes to thar afer, | 
tion of the Stoicks (among whom Chryfippus is knowg 
to be famous ) that one Grain makes a heap, fix it where 
you will — accordingly, fays tne Poet, who was Stoica} 
enough —— depunge ubi fiftam.8cc. appoint where I thal] 
give over,being at that time the laft of the Stoical Writers 


by the two Concluding Py | 


1 The Queftions concerning War among Chriftian 
Princes, Trees of Knowledge, form of the Ser; 
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in Pa} ad'ce, Atheniins Vind é ati sa : Co (i re ve oN 
of Sodom, &ec. fhall be uli aniwere C ‘ay 
a: anal } ae , ‘ M 
We have receivd 2 Letter from rt r of che 
HISTORY OF TH: IENIAN SOCIETY, which 
be ng too long to miert in our Mercury 00k. 
feller’ has Refolud to take another Courfe and 


Print it in his next Momrbly Fournaly where tich 
as pleaie to perufe it, will fad fomething very new 
and diverting. 


(% This is to give Notice that the Of the 
ATHENIAN SOCIETY. defign y to re 
view all they have wricten in their feveral Volumes, 
and where they find any Miftakes, or Anfwers de. 
fective ( occafioned at any time by the unavoidable 
Abfence of tome of their Members, or by that Per. 
fon who was lately Excluded their Society ) they 
reCtifie all Miftakes themfe.ves in the 12 Numbers 
that are to compleat thew 7t5. Volume, that fo 
their Querifts may not at any time be led into Er- 
rors byethe milreprefentation of any inalitions Per- 
fons, nor their Undertakang be any wayes imperfeét. 


Members 
{peedily 
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Aabertifements. 


Ofpel Truth {tated and vindicated : 
wherein fome of Dr. Cri/p’s Opini- 
are confidered, and the oppofite Truttis are 
plainly ftated and confirmed. By Daniel 
Wiliams. Printed for Fol Dunton at the Ra 
ven in the Poultrey. 
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In the above-mention’d Book the Reader is defiredto 
correct thefe following material Errata’s, which were 
omitted in the Jaft Mercury, for want of room to intert 
em. 

In the 4th. leaf of the Epiftle. 2. 22. for perfect Faithr. 
imperfect Faith, p. 74.1. 28. tor muft be, r. muff not be. 


i He Sixth Volume of the Athenian Mercury, is now 
publith'd, refolvihg all the moft Nice and Cu. 
rious Queftions, Propos'd by the Ingenious of either 


Sex, from Saturday, Fan. 30. to Tnefday, May 10. 1692 
Price 25.6d. This 6th. Volume is neat!y done up in 
Marble Paper, with a General Title, Preface and Index 


toit. Printed for Fobn Dunton at the Raven in the Poul- 
trey: Where is to be had the Entire Sert of the Arhenie 
an Mercuries (and the Supplements to ‘em ) for the Yeaf 
1691. (or fingle ones to this time. ) 


({% The Double Defcent, a 
Vations. Price 6 d. 


TO nin laferibing Ihap 
rO0eM Gicriping Hor! In- 


CS The Good Old Caule, or the Divine Captain Cha- 
racterized: In a Sermon not Preaeh'd, nor neediu!] co 
ve Preachd in auy place fo properly as a ¢ By 
Edmund Hickerinajll, Rector of the Kheciory o! nts 
in Colchefter, both Printed for ¥. Dunton at the 
the Poultrey. 

y 1092, 


